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Ashan Wickramasinghe, MILT

Dear Reader, 

This is a very special publication of the LINK Magazine 
as we commemorate the centennial of the Chartered 
Institute of Logistics and Transport (CILT). All around 
the world, in every branch of CILT, the hundred years 
was remembered and celebrated with much pomp 
and pageantry. Sri Lanka was no different.  

In this issue of the LINK we bring you some of the 
key highlights of the journey CILT has gone through 
over the last hundred years since its inception. As 
members of this prestigious organization, we should 
all remember with pride, the contributions CILT 
has made for the progress of this industry, without 
forgetting to reflect and ponder the road ahead. 
As we gaze into the distant horizon, let us traverse 
forth with the belief that CILT and the logistics and 
transport industry would realise the benefits of the 
endless possibilities the future has in store for us.  

On behalf of my team, I welcome you to peruse the 
pages of this edition of the LINK magazine and join 
with me in wishing CILT a very happy one-hundredth 
birthday and a productive, inspirational and successful 
journey ahead. Also, since this is the last opportunity 
I get to communicate with our readership for this 
year, I wish all of you a joyous Christmas season and 
a blissful 2020. 

Until next time…
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This year is special and a significant one for CILT as it’s 
our centenary. This is an important milestone in all 
our lives to be part of the centenary celebration and 
I consider it a privilege to lead CILT Sri Lanka as the 
Chairperson in our centenary year.  I am happy to pen 
this message to the first-ever printed edition of the 
LINK magazine to mark the centenary.

Since the formation on 3rd November 1919 at 
London’s Savoy Hotel, the institute has grown from 
strength to strength with the objective of promoting 
the art and science of logistics and transport across 
the globe in 35 countries with over 35,000 members. 
Identifying us, CILT Sri Lanka is only 35 years old and 
is the only Chartered professional body in the country 
for logistics, transport and supply chain professionals.
The main centenary celebration was held at the Savoy 
Hotel London on 3rd November. Across the world 
celebrations were held to commemorate our rich 
heritage and celebrate those who have contributed 
voluntarily to build our institute to what it is today in 
the past 100 years. Our local centenary celebration 
was held with a gala dinner on 24th October and we 
felicitated the long-standing members of CILT SL at 
the dinner. We also rang the bell to start trading at 
CSE to mark the centenary on 4th November.  You can 
revisit our events through these pages of LINK.

In the next few decades we may see more changes 
than what we saw in the past 100 years. I am excited 
about the prospects of what our future holds in the 
21st century.  Let’s commemorate and celebrate our 
centenary and create a CILT which is future ready.

Gayani de Alwis, CMILT 

Chairperson CILT 

Message from the 
Chairperson – 
CILT Sri Lanka
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We  provide comprehensive supply chain, logistics and  
marine solutions for all onshore/offshore projects through our 
business segments including oil & gas exploration, production 

and development support services, engineering and draughting  
services, and geophysical and surveying support services.

Hayleys Energy Services 
is a leading integrated oilfiled 

support services provider in Sri Lankan 

onshore and offshore markets.
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CILT SL held another successful "Road show" at Aitken Spence Maritime 
with fourteen employees participation.

The second ‘Road Show’ for the month was held 
at Sri Lanka Transport Board (SLTB). Twenty-six 

employees participated at the road show. Obtaining 
a CILT professional qualification has been approved at 
SLTB as a criterion for promotions, and membership 

fee for employees are reimbursed. Current Chairman of 
SLTB mentioned that they are in the process of including 

the CILT professional qualification into the Standard of 
Recruitment (SOR). Chairperson of CILT conducted the 

road show.

CILT Sri Lanka held its first ‘Road Show’ for the month of 
August at Silvermill in EPZ in Meerigama. The Chairperson 
of CILT Sri Lanka, Gayani de Alwis, was invited to give a talk 
on the topic of “How to create value through supply chain 
management,” and introduced CILT and the benefits of 
being a member to the audience. Thirty-one employees 
participated at the road show.   
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Another Road Show was conducted at 
Sri Lanka Ports Authority (SLPA). Seventy 
employees participated at the road show. 
The Managing Director and senior officials of 
SLPA as took part at the membership drive.

CILT Sri Lanka conducted another 
Road Show at NIBM with 
50 students taking part.
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CILT SL  conducted another Road Show at Airtel with fifteen employees participating.

CILT Sri Lanka Road Show was held at Scanwell Logistics group for the month of 
Spetember with 13 employees attending.  

CILT SL conducted another Road show at Laugfs with 
the partipation of eighteen employees.

CILT Sri Lankan conducted the first Road Show for the month of October at Hayleys Advantis 
Limited. CILT   Council and YPF Exco committee members participated at the event. The 
Chairperson of CILT conducted the road show with 35 employees participating.
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The 17th John Diandas Memorial (JDM) Lecture was held 
at LKI Auditorium. Prof. Sirimal Abeyratne, Professor of 
Economics from University of Colombo delivered the 
memorial lecture on the theme of “Public Transport and 
National Economy.” The memorial lecture was well attended 
and the members of the JDM Trust Fund, Prof. Amal 
Kumarage, FCILT – Chairman; Namali Siyambalapitiya, CMILT 
– Secretary; Rohaan Abeywickrama, Hon. FCILT - Committee 
Member; and Capt. Lasitha Cumaratunga, FCILT – Committee 
Member, were present at the lecture.
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CILT Council members had a meet-up with YPF and WiLAT 
Exco members at NCCSL Auditorium to share the plans 
and get to know each other. It was well attended with 50 
Exco members taking part at the meet up.

"CILT SL Meet Up"

Hon. Secretary of CILT Sri Lanka, Chaminda Perera, addressed the gathering at Colombo 
International Logistic Conference as a panellist.

 "Colombo International Logistics Conference"

Bell Ringing 
Ceremony at 
CSE for CILT 

Centenary
To commemorate the CILT centenary 
day, a Bell Ringing Ceremony was 
organised on the 4th of November 
2019 at the Colombo Stock Exchange.



CILT

21
100 YEARS OF GLOBAL LOGISTICS AND TRANSPORT

After 35 years CILT Sri Lanka 
moved from being a Western 
Province centric institute and set 
up the Central Province branch in 
Kandy. IVP CILT, Romesh David was 
invited as the keynote speaker for 
the launch. He spoke on the topic 
“BRI and its impact to Sri Lanka.” 
Chairperson CILT Sri Lanka, Gayani 
de Alwis, in her address explained 
about CILT’s history and the 
process for managing the provincial 
branches. 46 participants attended 
the launch. The new Central Branch 
Committee was formed with five office 
bearers and five committee members. 
Dr. Asela Kulatunga was unanimously 
elected as the Founding Chairman of 
the CILT SL Central Branch.

CILT SL
Expands to 
the Central 
Province
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The 23rd annual L. 
S. de Silva Memorial 
Lecture was held at 
the IESL Auditorium. 
Prof. Amal Kumarage, 
Senior Professor of the 
Department of Transport 
and Logistics at the 
University of Moratuwa 
was the Memorial Orator 
and he addressed the 
gathering on the theme 
“The Importance of 
Sustainable Design and 
Value Engineering to Keep 
Railway Modernization 
and Electrification from 
Derailing.”  Late Mr. L. S. de 
Silva was CILT Sri Lanka’s 
Founding Chairman and 
this year he celebrates his 
100th birthday.

A joint brainstorming session was 
organised for CILT, YPF and WiLAT 
office bearers to discuss matters 
pertaining to the conversion of 
student memberships. 
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The CILT Sri Lanka flagship event, the 
annual International Conference was 
held at the Cinnamon Grand Colombo. 
Over 240 participants attended the 
conference, where the Speaker of the 
Parliament of Sri Lanka, Hon. Karu 
Jayasuriya, FCILT, attended as the 
Chief Guest. Mr. Mangala Yapa, the 
Chairman of the Board of Investment 
(BOI) delivered the keynote address. 
The theme of the 2019 conference 
was “Shifts in International Trade – 
Shaping the Future of Logistics and 
Transport.” Mr. Brendan Richards, 
Mr. Anushka Wijesinhe, Mr. Dulith 
Herath, Dr. Azhar Azhari, and Mr. 
Sameer Bhatnagar were the other 
speakers. Two panel discussions were 
moderated by Ms. Kamaya Perera, 
Partner of KPMG and Mr. Ibrahim 
Saleem, Council Member of CILT. 
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A gala dinner was held on the 24th of October to commemorate 
and celebrate the centenary year of the Chartered Institute of 
Logistics and Transport at the Cinnamon Grand Colombo with over 
230 participants attending the dinner. Dr. Indrajith Cumaraswamy, 
the Governor of Central Bank of Sri Lanka, was the Chief Guest 
and Dato Radza Malek, CILT International President-Elect was 
the Guest of Honour at the dinner. Thirty senior members of CILT 
were felicitated at the event for their long service of CILT.  
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‘Team Dialog’ from Dialog Axiata was the winner, the ‘A 
Team’ from Royal College was the 1st Runner-Up, and 
‘Team SAGT Blue’ from South Asia Gateway Terminal 
was the 2nd Runner-Up of CILT YPF Quiz Master 2019. 
The sector awardees were as follows: 

CILT YPF Quiz Master aimed to provide a platform to 
develop the knowledge and awareness of the participants 
in the broad area of international trade, logistics & 
transport. The table quiz tested the contestants on their 
knowledge on the relevant subject areas and how much 
they could recall within the limited time period. Being a 
team contest, it encouraged teamwork and team spirit 
among the participants. 

‘CILT YPF Quiz Master 2019’, one 
of the flagship events of CILT 

Young Professionals’ Forum was 
held on 27th August 2019 for the 

fifth consecutive time. The event was 
held at The Kingsbury, Colombo and 45 

energetic teams competed for the title 
of CILT YPF Quiz Master. Apart from the 

three trophies, six audience question gift 
packs and 27 sector awards were given to 

the winners and runners up that emerged in 
the following sectors; Airlines, Apparel, Banks 

and Financial Service Providers, Educational 
Institutes, FMCG, Freight Forwarding 

and other Logistics Service Providers, IT 
Solutions Providers, Manufacturing/Importers/

Exporters, Other (Public Corporations and Other 
Mercantile Establishments), Shipping Lines, 

Telecommunication Service Providers, Terminal 
Operators, and Warehouse Solution Providers.

Airlines Category
Winner: Sri Lankan Airlines
1st Runner-Up: Forbes Air Services - GSA Emirates Airline

Apparel Category
Winner: Brandix Apparel Limited
1st Runner-Up: MAS Intimates (Pvt) Ltd

Banks and Financial Service Providers Category
Winner: Seylan Bank (Team A)
1st Runner-Up: Seylan Bank (Team B)

Educational Institutes Category
Winner: Royal College
1st Runner-Up: University of Moratuwa (Team Bismarck)
2nd Runner-Up: University of Moratuwa (5 Sharks)

FMCG Category
Winner: Hemas Consumer Brands
1st Runner-Up: Fonterra Brands Lanka

Freight Forwarding and other Logistics Services Providers Category
Winner: GAC Team B
1st Runner-Up: APL logistics Lanka Freight Forwarding Pvt Ltd
2nd Runner-Up: Expolanka Freight (Pvt) Ltd

IT Solutions Providers Category
Winner: 99X Technology
1st Runner-Up: IFS

Manufacturing/ Importers/ Exporters Category
Winner: Siam City Cement (Lanka) LTD
1st Runner-Up: Trelleborg Lanka (Pvt) Ltd

Shipping Lines Category
Winner: CMA CGM Lanka
1st Runner-Up: Maersk Lanka (Pvt) Ltd (Maerskerteers)
2nd Runner-Up: Maersk Lanka (Pvt) Ltd (Safmariners)

Telecommunication Service Providers Category
Winner: Dialog Axiata
1st Runner-Up: Bharti Airtel Lanka (Pvt) Ltd

Terminal Operators Category
Winner: SAGT (SAGT Blue)
1st Runner-Up: 
Hambantota International Port Group (Pvt) Ltd (Team Challengers)
2nd Runner-Up: 
Hambantota International Port Group (Pvt) Ltd (Team Voyagers)

Warehouse Solutions providers Category
Winner: John Keells TRP Team
1st Runner-Up: Advantis 3PL Plus
2nd Runner-Up: Emergent Cold (Pvt) Ltd

Other (Public Corporations and Other 
Mercantile Establishments) Category
Winner: Individual Team - 
Consists of University of Moratuwa Alumni and Current Undergrads
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6th China International 
Logistics Development 
Conference (CILDC) 
and China International 
Logistics and 
Transportation Industry 
Expo 2019

The 6th China International Logistics Development Conference 
(CILDC) and China International Logistics and Transportation 
Industry Expo 2019 were held in the month of October in 
Shijiazhuang with the CILT International delegation. CILT 
Sri Lanka Chairperson Gayani De Alwis and WiLAT Sri Lanka 
Chairperson Gayathri Karunanayake Amilthan were part of the 
CILT International delegation.
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WiLAT organized a field visit 
to Regency Teas (Pvt) Ltd. 
on 1st November 2019 for 
a study and experience tour 
of supply chain value in the 
tea sector. This tour covered 
a brief history to Regency 
Teas, the factory visit and 
supply chain processes. 
Explanations were given by 
the General Manager, Mrs. 
Amali Mudunkotuwa, who 
is also an Executive Member 
of the WiLAT Exco 2019/20. 
Over 35 students took part 
in this tour. 
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Women in Logistics and Transport (WiLAT) Sri 
Lanka held the 6th edition of the flagship “Ignite” 
mentoring programme on 7th November at the 
Winchester, Kingsbury Hotel.  

The theme of the panel discussion was “Mentoring 
and Beyond – Paving Your Way to Success.”  Maj. 
Gen. (Retd.) Ubaya Madawala, Head of Compliance 
& HSES, Expolanka Holdings, who was the Chief 
Guest, delivered a delightful and appropriate 
keynote speech on personal values and individual 
social responsibilities.  

The panellists were Eranthi Premaratne, Director 
Sustainable Business of MAS Kreeda; Nilushi 
Jayathilake, Marketing Director of Beauty and 
Personal Care, Unilever Sri Lanka; Kshanika 
Ratnayake, CEO of Great Place to Work (GPTW); 
and Charles Conconi, Project Director of YouLead. 
All panellists drew from their first-hand experiences 
on mentoring, coaching and development, and 
contributed to an interesting and informative 
discussion. Ibrahim Saleem, Director of Hayleys 
Advantis moderated the panel discussion.

Mentoring is one of the main strategic thrusts of 
WiLAT and Sri Lanka is the lead country for rolling out 
WiLAT globally. WiLAT has enrolled 32 undergraduates 
who are following the education stream of Transport 
& Logistics for Ignite. Undergraduates were selected 
from University of Moratuwa, University of Kelaniya, 
University of Sri Jayawardenapura, Ocean University, 
CINEC Maritime Campus and Kothalawala Defense 
University each. Ignite 6 mentoring undergraduates 
represented 11 male students. 20 experienced and 
qualified mentors from the industry was selected 
for Ignite 6 and for the first time since WiLAT has 
commenced Ignite, 8 male mentors are included.   

Tharushi Galkanda from the University of Moratuwa 
won the most outstanding mentee of Ignite 2018/19 
and was awarded a scholarship as a token for 
her good work whilst Hansani Jayasundara from 
Ocean University won the best poster in the poster 
competition carried out depicting her mentoring 
journey and learning. 
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Expolanka Freight Ltd., one of the top 
five logistics solutions providers in the 
Indian sub-continent, won the award 
for Best Exporter of Logistics Services 
at the Presidential Export Awards 
(PEA) 2018/19, held on 19 September 
at the BMICH. PEA is held to recognise 
exporters who have excelled in the Sri 
Lankan export sector, particularly in non-
traditional products and services.  

South Asia Gateway Terminals (Pvt) 
Ltd. was awarded Merit at National 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Excellence Awards 2019, held on 
22 August 2019 at Nelum Pokuna 
Mahinda Rajapaksa Theatre. This 
was the second time SAGT won the 
National Merit Award and first award 
in Health and Safety.

PickMe, Sri Lanka’s leading technology 
driven Mobility Solution Network, 
recently acquired YAMU, a potent 
content creating platform. Through 
the acquisition, YAMU will gain 
access to more data through PickMe 
which will result in transforming food 
culture in the country.   

Expolanka Freight was certified as 
a Great Place to Work Organization 
at the recently held Great Place to 
Work Conference (GTPW) held on 
03 September 2019 at the Hilton 
Colombo. The theme of this year’s 
GPTW conference was “Culture: A 
Strategic Imperative.”

Diesel and Motor Engineering PLC (DIMO) 
recently launched its new brand identity 
along with a new logo as it crosses the 80 
year milestone this year. The new logo 
includes three elements: The geographic 
shape of Sri Lanka, the DIMO word and the 
new brand promise: “The Perfect Partner.”

EFL bags the 
award for 
Best Exporter 
of Logistics 
Services

SAGT winning 
Merit for 
Safety and 
Health

PickME 
acquires 
Yamu

EFL received 
the GPTW 

certification 

DIMO unveils 
a new Brand 

Logo
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Advantis Projects & Engineering 
adopted the ISO 45001:2018 
organisational health and safety 
standards where the certification was 
awarded by the DNV.GL classification 
society. This new development 
serves to strengthen the company’s 
commitment to the highest standards 
of safety in their operations. 

In collaboration with the Hambantota International Port 
Group, Advantis’ O&G subsidiary, Hayleys Energy Services, 
ushered in the first Floating Production Storage and 
Offloading (FPSO) asset to ever call Sri Lanka. The FPSO 
asset – Dhirubhai-1, is expected to be docked at quayside 
until 31st March 2020.

The Projects and 
Engineering Division 
of Advantis Secures 
ISO 45000:2018

Advantis ushers 
in largest oil field 

production asset to 
call Sri Lanka
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Sri Lanka’s 
Presence in 
Supplyside 
West 2019 Trade 
Show in Las 
Vegas

Sri Lanka to Develop 
a Bamboo Supply 
Chain and Product 
Industry with 
UNIDO Backing

HSBC 
Introduced 

Digital Supply 
Chain Solution 
for Clothiers in 

Sri Lanka

Unilever 
Introduces 
“URefill” to 

Reduce the Usage 
of Plastics in its 

Supply Chain

Seven Sri Lankan companies participated in the 2019 Supplyside 
West Exhibition, the leading ingredients and supply-chain 

event for the health and nutrition industry. The trade show is 
the largest gathering of health & nutrition professionals bringing 

together more than 17,000 ingredient buyers and suppliers from 
across the industry.

The exhibition offered an opportunity for Sri Lankan companies 
to promote a range of products from value added spices, flavors, 

nutraceutical products and coconut kernel and food ingredients. There 
had been B2B meetings focusing on the US market, and to meet the 

leading US buyers for the products.

The “Bamboo Processing Sri Lanka” project is launched by the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) 

and funded by the Global Environment Facility (GEF). Named 
as “Evergreen Sri Lanka,” the forum took place on 26th October 

at the Institution of Engineers Sri Lanka (IESL). The objective of the 
forum was to build awareness and transfer the necessary knowledge 

on bamboo as a biomass energy source and to promote bamboo as a 
substitute for hardwood in an eco-friendly manner.

This new initiative allows the apparel exporters in the country to make 
payments earlier to their suppliers. Considering the entire chain by way 
of which the business works, early payments almost always result in a 
smoother operation for all parties. Suppliers who are paid earlier are also 
eager to make their supplies on time, and hence, the whole process 
becomes far more efficient. Additionally, the platform from HSBC is 
expected to reduce errors as well as costs for the apparel exporters 
significantly.

According to experts from the Global Trade & Receivables Finance 
for Asia Pacific region at HSBC, by injecting liquidity into the 
supply chain they can extend supplier networks and enhance 
strategic supplier relationships.

Unilever’s automated shampoo & liquid soap 
dispensing machine branded as “URefill” saw 
its first unit being installed at the Cargills 
outlet in Wattala in October 2019. Unilever 
has partnered with Vega Design Studio 
to build the machine. This will reduce 
plastic usage throughout its supply 
chain, and will also take necessary 
steps in protecting the environment. 
It is Sri Lanka’s first liquid vending 
machine. 
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